
 
 
Festival at a Glance 
 
AHHHH!!!! LOOK OUT!!!! RUN!!!! 
 
Just when you thought it was safe to go outside in Decatur, a 
menagerie of unusually eloquent monsters are on their way to make 
mayhem once again at the fifth AJC Decatur Book Festival Presented 
by DeKalb Medical! 
 
Yes, Decatur’s building-smashing bibliophile Bookzilla will be back. 
But there’s also a new monster in town, a three-headed authorial 
chimera named Bookie Monster. There’s no telling what will happen 
when Bookzilla and Bookie Monster meet. To find out, come to the 
Decatur Square this Labor Day weekend, September 3-5! 
 
Bookzilla is not easily impressed, but even he’s excited about this 
year’s keynote address by author Jonathan Franzen, who TIME 
book critic and novelist Lev Grossman (also presenting at the 
festival this year) recently called the Norman Mailer – the great 
literary figure – of our time. Franzen’s previous novel, The 
Corrections, won the National Book Award, the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, and the PEN/Faulkner Award. His first new novel in 
nine years, Freedom, is a masterpiece. The first stop on his 
international tour launching the book? The AJC Decatur Book 
Festival Presented by DeKalb Medical. The event is free, but you need 
a (free) ticket, available from the Agnes Scott College box office or at 
participating bookstores. 
 
Roll out of bed and head straight to the festival in your pajamas on 
Saturday morning for the Pajama Parade with Llama Llama, led 
by Anna Dewdney, author of Llama Llama Red Pajama and other 
Llama Llama books. 
 



Then strap on your Ladybug Girl wings and prepare for adventure on 
Sunday morning in the Ladybug Parade with Ladybug Girl, led 
by author/illustrators Jacky Davis and David Soman. 
 
The parades kick off two full days of beloved children’s book authors 
on the Children’s Stage. Ridley Pearson, co-author, with Dave 
Barry, of the Peter and the Starcatchers series, will speak about that 
series and his Kingdom Keepers series. (Pearson will also present his 
latest Walt Fleming thriller, In Harm’s Way, on the adult stages.) 
Bob Shea (Dinosaur vs. Bedtime) will read from his latest, Dinosaur 
vs. Potty. D.J. Steinberg (Daniel Boom: Loud Boy) and Josh 
Lewis (Super Chicken Nugget Boy) will battle it out in “Loud Boy vs. 
Super Chicken Nugget Boy.” Hear the latest adventures of the 
Penderwick sisters from National Book Award winner Jeanne 
Birdsall. Michael Buckley will read from his Sisters Grimm series. 
And Atlanta Falcons and Atlanta Braves legend Brian Jordan 
discuss Overcoming the Fear of the Baseball. 
 
Also on the Children’s Stage, the Center for Puppetry Arts will 
present selections from its adaptation of Charlotte’s Web. And Julie 
Galle Baggenstoss will interpret Munro Leaf’s The Story of 
Ferdinand through live flamenco dance. 
 
Elsewhere on the festival grounds, fifth-grade students from the 
KIPP Strive Academy will launch their book Don’t Forget That 
Day, a collection of stories told to them by important adults in their 
lives through a program run by The Wren’s Nest. And try out for the 
part of Ralphie in Georgia Shakesepeare’s production of “A 
Christmas Story.” 
 
The Escape–the festival’s stage dedicated to teenagers–has been such 
a success that we’ve moved it to a larger venue, the Old Courthouse 
on the Square. Blood battles brains in the “Zombies vs. Vampires 
Smackdown,” featuring authors Carrie Ryan (The Forest of Hands 
and Teeth) and Alyxandra Harvey (The Drake Chronicles series). 
“Sibling Rivalry of the Worst Kind” features Jackson Pearce 
(Sisters Red), Robin Benway (The Extraordinary Secrets of April, 
May, and June) and Michelle Zink (Prophecy of the Sisters series). 
Learn how fantasy authors create their worlds in “The Method Behind 



the Magic,” featuring Kathleen Duey (Skin Hunger), Sinda 
Williams Chima (The Seven Realms series), Jessica Verday (The 
Hollow), and Saundra Mitchell (Shadowed Summer). And survive 
your teenage years with “Break in Case of Emergency: This Book 
Could Save Your Life.” Also on The Escape: David Levithan (Love is 
the Higher Law), Terra Elan McVoy (After the Kiss), and 
D.U.C.K., an improv comedy troupe of Decatur teenagers. 
 
Two events for teenagers are too big for even the upsized venue. Head 
to the Decatur Presbyterian Church where Cassandra Clare will 
launch her new series, The Infernal Devices. And on the Children’s 
Stage: the popular Teen Poetry Slam. 
 
Finally, over at the studios of Several Dancers Core, The Wren’s 
Nest Publishing Co. will launch The Bard and The Muckraker–a 
literary journal edited and published by metro Atlanta teenagers–at 
an event featuring readings, live music, games, and refreshments. 
 
Kids and adults alike can make Decatur their playground during the 
festival. SCVNGR will offer a high-tech scavenger hunt. The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution will post giant literary crossword puzzles. 
Dance, sing, and show off your language skills for prizes at the 
game-show extravaganza “What I Learned about Writing from 
Listening to Little Richard and Jerry Lee Lewis,” with author Roy 
Peter Clark (The Glamour of Grammar), Dad’s Garage’s Alison 
Hastings, and Deb Davis of the band Hope for a Golden Summer. 
 
If you’re a fan of John Kennedy Toole’s A Confederacy of Dunces, we 
have some special events for you. Theatrical Outfit has adapted the 
novel to the stage, and executive artistic director Tom Key will lead a 
discussion of the adaptation process in an event including live 
performances of excerpts from the play. Also, authors Doug 
Crandell and Bill Cotter will present “Influenced by Dunces,” 
discussing Toole’s influence on American literature. 
 
We’ll dig back deeper into American literary history with events 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of Edgar Allen Poe’s birth. The 
Atlanta History Center received an Edgar Allen Poe Big Read grant 
from the NEA, with the festival and the Georgia Center for the Book 



as supporting partners. Check out the Atlanta History Center’s booth 
for information about the Big Read. Don’t miss our “POE Slam,” 
emceed by Theresa Davis, with some of Atlanta’s top slam poets 
performing Poe’s poems, slam style. And the Center for Puppetry 
Arts will perform selections from their puppetry adaptation “Tales of 
Edgar Allen Poe.” 
 
If you want to one day enter the annals of literary history yourself, 
attend our annual Writers Conference @ DBF, which will kick off 
with a Friday afternoon keynote address by Joshilyn Jackson. 
 
Sports fan? Don’t miss the talks by Howard Bryant (The Last Hero: 
A Life of Henry Aaron), Peter Van Wieren and Jack Wilkinson 
(Of Mikes and Men: A Lifetime of Braves Baseball), Martha 
Ackman (Curveball: The Remarkable Story of Toni Stone, The First 
Woman to Play Professional Baseball in the Negro League), and, as 
noted above, Brian Jordan (Overcoming the Fear of the Baseball). 
 
We have a few events this year that look closely at the art of telling 
stories. George Dawes Green, founder of the live storytelling series 
The Moth, will host a special Moth story hour at the festival. (Green 
will also speak on Flannery O’Connor at an additional event.) 
Publishing guru Richard Nash will lead a discussion on “iterative 
storytelling,” in which the same story is told repeatedly in everything 
from oral storytelling traditions to narrative video games. And Patti 
Callahan Henry will be serenaded by Jack Riggs in “The Perfect 
Love Song,” a discussion of the similarities between writing songs and 
writing novels. 
 
Evenings at Eddie’s Attic will feature shows by Geoff Achison, 
Marshall Chapman, and the trio of Kate Campbell, Claire 
Holley, and Caroline Herring. 
 
Eyedrum Art and Music Gallery brings a new series to the festival 
with their Experimental Writers Asylum, hosted by The Seen 
Gallery and featuring experimental writers such as Michael 
Martone. 
 
We have an extraordinary line-up of poets. They include Pulitzer 



Prize winner Natasha Trethewey, who will discuss her nonfiction 
book Beyond Katrina: A Meditation on the Mississippi Gulf Coast as 
part of our track of events commemorating the fifth anniversary of 
Hurricane Katrina. Patricia Smith will also present on that track, 
reading from Blood Dazzler, her collection of poems set just before, 
during, and after the hurricane. Poet Laureate of Georgia David 
Bottoms will appear with Georgia Tech poetry chair Thomas Lux 
and Ellen Bryant Voigt. And Kevin Young will talk with 
award-winning obituary writer Kay Powell in a discussion of 
Young’s anthology The Art of Losing: Poems of Grief and Healing.  
 
We’re presenting quite a few themed tracks this year. Get back to 
basics with the Homegrown Goodness track, headlined by 
Carleen Madigan (The Backyard Homestead). Enjoy the waning 
dog days of summer with the Man’s Best Friend track, featuring 
Steve Duno (Last Dog on the Hill). And break out your 
entrepreneurial spirit for the Business & Marketing track, with 
The Coca-Cola Company’s Jerry S. Wilson (Managing Brand You) 
and Alan Deutschman (Walk the Walk). 
 
All weekend long you’ll find some of the finest authors in the country. 
They include: 
 

● Pulitzer Prize winner David Finkel (The Good Soldiers) 
● MacArthur Fellow Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a novelist 

from Nigeria who gave a brilliant TED talk on “The Danger of a 
Single Story” 

● Bestselling author Emily Giffin (Heart of the Matter) 
● Longtime festival favorite Diana Gabaldon (The Exile: An 

Outlander Graphic Novel) 
● Patti Digh (Life Is a Verb: 37 Days to Wake Up, Be Mindful, 

and Live Intentionally) 
● Creative Loafing editor-in-chief Mara Shaloup (BMF: The 

Rise and Fall of Big Meech and the Black Mafia Family) 
● Joyce Maynard (The Good Daughters; To Die For) 
● Philip Lee Williams (The Flower Seeker: An Epic Poem of 

William Bartram) 
 
The list of fantastic festival events goes on and on. Make sure you 



check out the website for details on these events, special stages, and 
more: 
 

● Java Monkey Invitational Slam 
● Java Monkey Speaks Open Mic 
● Cooking Events at the Cooks Warehouse Stage 
● Local Poetry Stage, Presented by Poetry Atlanta 
● Local Prose Stage, Presented by the Atlanta Writers Club 
● Emerging Authors Stage 
● Lillian Smith Awards 
● The Edible Book Festival at the Art Institute of 

Atlanta—Decatur. 
 
Finally, close out your festival weekend with good food and music at 
our Zydeco Picnic, featuring food from some of Decatur’s finest 
restaurants and music by Zydeco T. Just watch out if Bookzilla and 
the other monsters start dancing! 
 
It’s going to be a phenomenal weekend of good times and stimulating 
discussion, of music and dance and food and drink, and of stories 
worth telling again and again. Bookzilla, Bookie Monster, and all of us 
who plan this weekend-long literary party look forward to seeing you 
there. So plan out your weekend and give it your best monster roar 
with me people. Ready? BOOOOOK!!! 
 
All the best, 
 
 
 
Thomas Bell 
Program Director 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution Decatur Book Festival Presented by 
DeKalb Medical 
 


